Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.031; wR factor = 0.055; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.6.
In the title compound, [Ni(C 9 H 8 Cl 2 NO) 2 ], the Ni II ion lies on an inversion centre and is coordinated in a slightly distorted square-planar geometry by an N and an O atom from two symmetry-related bidentate 2,4-dichloro-6-(ethyliminomethyl)phenolate ligands. In the crystal structure, there are short ClÁ Á ÁCl distances of 3.506 (1) and 3.350 (1) Å .
Related literature
For halogen-halogen interactions in supramolecular chemistry and crystal engineering, see: Cohen et al. (1964) ; Desiraju (1989) ; Xiao & Zhang (2008) ; Aakerö y et al. (2011) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 9 
À3
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
Bis [2,4-dichloro-6-(ethyliminomethyl) (Cohen et al., 1964; Desiraju, 1989; Xiao & Zhang, 2008; Aakeröy et al. 2011) . The title compound, (I), contains a deprotonated 2,4-dichloro-2-ethyliminomethyl-phenol ligand, with two Cl atoms accesible for Cl···Cl interactions.
In (I), the Ni II ion lies on an inversion center and is coordinated by two O and two N atoms from two symmetry related bidentate 2,4-diChloro-N-ethylsalicylaldimino ligands, forming a slightly distorted square-planar geometry ( Fig. 1 ). In the crystal, there are short Cl···Cl contacts (Cl1···Cl2 i 3.506 (1) Å, Cl2···Cl2 ii 3.350 (1) Å symmetry code: 
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined with a riding model, with C-H distances = 0.93-0.97 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C methyl ).
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. H atoms are omitted.
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